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Five Means of Grace in the Storm
In severe storms, God pursues us not to

destroy us, but to empty our self-reliance and

draw us to repentance.



J O N A H  1 : 4 – 1 7

The Hebrew Word Hitil: To Hurl
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יל טִּ הִ
HIT I L

HEBREW

To throw, to hurl, or to cast down

Serves as the central literary and theological motif

recurring throughout Jonah 1.

Occurs four times: Yahweh hurls the storm, sailors

hurl cargo, and Jonah is twice hurled into the sea.

Represents God orchestrating circumstances that

compel people to empty themselves of worldly

goods and pride.



F I V E  M E A N S  O F  G R A C E  I N  T H E  S T O R M

Childlike Faith vs. Childish Faith
Jesus taught that unless we change and

become like little children, we will never

enter the kingdom of heaven.
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Childlike Faith Childish Faith

F O U N D AT I O N
Rests in the character and

sovereignty of God.

Demands immediate,

prepackaged solutions from God.

I N  T R I A L S

Trusts the Father even amid

unfinished storms and

disruptions.

Throws childish tantrums

demanding self-determined

answers.



J O N A H  1 : 2 ,  6

God's Voice Through Unexpected Messengers
God penetrates hardened defenses by

speaking indirectly through unexpected

voices when His direct Word is ignored.
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1

Spiritual Hardening

When believers flee God's presence, hardened hearts lead to spiritual sleep and

insensitivity to divine direction.

2

Indirect Messengers

God uses an unbelieving Gentile ship captain to confront the sleeping prophet

and awaken his conscience.

3

Echoed Commission

The captain's rebuke repeats God's exact Hebrew imperative verbs, arise and call

out, from Jonah's unheeded commission.

4

Pursuing Mercy

God graciously pierces human self-reliance through unlikely voices to summon

runaway servants back to repentance.



J O N A H  1 : 7

From Chance to Divine Necessity
God's sovereign providence turns what looks

like chance into inescapable certainty.
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1

Blind Chance

The world dismisses the lot as random coincidence, blind fate, or mere

gambling.

2

Sovereign Providence

In Scripture, casting lots was an instrument to discern God's sovereign

guidance and will.

3

Relentless Pursuit

God's inescapable necessity sovereignly tracks down His fleeing servant

like the Hound of Heaven.



J O N A H  1 : 8 - 1 2

Who Are You?
The fourth means of grace strips away

human labels to reveal true identity in

relationship with God.
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1

Stripping Human Labels
The sailors' interrogation strips away superficial human titles and worldly status

to expose the heart.

2

Confronting the Chasm
Jonah is forced to confront the painful divide between his orthodox confession

and his rebellious heart.

3

Identity Through Religare
True identity cannot be found in abstract philosophy, but only in personal

relationship with the Creator.



J O N A H  1 : 1 3 – 1 7
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The Cross: Ultimate Means of Grace

The three days of Jonah point to the cross

and resurrection of Jesus Christ, where

divine mercy rescues broken sinners.


